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L l‘ I r.;mr-Jl.. Df._-g.::-, I For Dan Rak, cccupation and recreation are onc and the same. The fosrrics (%
! F"'{";:‘:_'t;’:: atorney martked the two when be luenched Dan Rak Design, which has

become recognized for its beautifully balanced, symmetrical spaces. In his
recent eollaboration with ModShop—the new fumiture showroom in Lineoln
Park—Rak explores ancther venture furniture design. “ln was something ['ve
always wanted o do” sy Rak. “'ve boen carrying arcund a skerchbook of
pieess 1 want to build for years.” Diestiny had itz way when he met John and
Taryn Bernard—wners af the Calitorata-cool furniture company based in
Las Angeles—whe were Jooking to uebanize their inventory for a new Chicage
andience. "Ii's been a very organic process, in which we've pushed their
aesthetic by incorporating a more mascaline, Midwest sensibility,” Rak sy
The end result isa smart, sophisticated capsule characterized by aged brass,
black marhle and naturally hoidhed wood. “I waz IMPOrEant (o me i not jus
focus on what sells but what bis both brands,” Rak says. “1 have started
brainstorming abowr what's nexe, bat for now, my main foecus
s on making sere this product is greac” 2300 N Halsed 52,
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READY FOR THE
SPOTLIGHT

Poreraic fy Lucy Hevwvrss

After 12 vears with Kara Mann and almoss five vears
with CGary Lee Parrners, it was time for Krisrin Nelson
to sorike our on her own, Melson Colleetive
{nelsoncollective.com) starmed small, bur wich
complered projects under her belr, Nelson s ready o

FRESH PRNTS

put her mame our there, T strved gering busy righ C LEA N S LAT E : i
sway with word-of-mouwth,” Nelson says. "1 was _F"*-""*-_r"’"':"‘ Frederic Schumacher
bﬂll.d.'l.ll‘l# 4 amall pracrice amd “Fu"“s. our whar [ ':'-"I;,'I"_: .';."“;."':\.1';.1 of H:'L" |.:"§.'r-'i|.3 when he introduced ort 'iluu".‘t."f.:u and ort deco
waneed it 1o be” She and her ream of three already fabrics to America in 1889 Cver a century loter, his company,
knew thar they were less interested in hospitaliny of Schumacher. continues to pave the way not anly in textiks design, but
large-scabe reshdential buildings. T have a background in 5.|"|:_:-'1'-.:r-::||::rln “I(“"ilf-;n as well ercy is obvious in the bl’u'ﬂld_b g
in pesldential,” she says. “When you go big, you cnd up StIL'Ur!'I!-'H_".'._‘] spot ks ‘J‘Lﬂ'ﬂr‘nT_ W '-'_""":-""'-'-"d ta "“:EUT-‘: ok ght-filled.
designing for a commitnoe, bur with an individual "'""_:-'I':‘-:'r_"""*.l' spoce.” says Creative Director E:'“'” Capanigro. Shared
clicnt, you can get chose 1o people.” Her clients now with SESLET Comipory Pattersan Flynn Mortin, the open-concept
inclsde subwrbwan miles, aly emply nesters and 'fr"'J"f'"W'" 5 fresh palette allows the brond's vibrant G‘-E"-"”-r!"'!_‘lt of
grandparents looking to upstze o 2 home big cnough tabric. "1TDI:F":’”E'-_Lr i and custom negs 1-'_5 take the '-'?-U"'QL‘- WG ".5“"
for a growing extendad Bmily. But what they have in ':'T_-L':{'r = I_':"'"“:‘ ':ttmg'_-"-_:'-i Lo create something truly unique for their
commaon is that dey trust Nelson o hddp them fgune clients. “I'm always impressed by the talent and know-how of

Chicoge's designers.” says Caponigro.
“Design is in their blood, and it's
wonderful seeing how they maoke
our product theirs.” 222
Merchondise Mort Ploro, e,
6-133, fechumocherncom -NE

out how o use their space and bove where they Live, *1

hate hearing people have rooms that dhey’ne never
going to go in,” she sys, "What can we do 1o make
vou aciually use your house?™ The homes desigmed for
her Birse clivnts are nady ko viewing, which means
Melsom is ready o tum dee spoclight on ber business.
“1 lewe: the work and creating an environment. but

erying o launch a website and creae a litile finfare?
Mapestic Tanden B st one of the ey
chnssic Schumocher pothers of wiew ot
i Ny el § R .

That's hard for someone who's moee of an introvere,”
she admiits. Fortunagely for Melson, her work does 2

pretty amazing job of speaking for her, LA
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